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The leading Girondms, perceiving the immediate dangers
round them rather than the future difficulties of their party,
wasted their efforts in attacking the Commune of Paris
instead of organizing their strength in the provinces or the
armies. They had at first some success. On November 30
Dr Chambon, who must not be confounded with the deputy
Chainbon, was elected mayor of Paris in the place of Petion.
On December 2 the new municipality which had been decreed
was installed. But, as has been said, the members of the in-
surrectionary commune of August 10 persisted in sitting with
the members of the new Commune, and with Chaumette as
procureur, and Hebert as one of his substitutes, the Girondins
had really gained very little by their decree. In vain Roland
still spent his time in accusing the Commune of the massacres
of September, which were, as Danton once remarked, past
history which it was of advantage to no one to recall. Another
great success of the Girondin party, which showed their
majority in the Convention, was the abolition of the ex-
traordinary tribunal of August 17, which was decreed on
November 13 on the motion of Lanjuinais. Hitherto, there-
fore, the Girondin party maintained their decisive majority
whenever they exerted themselves, by means of the sway their
eloquence had secured over the deputies of the Plain. But a
great question was looming in the near future, which would
more closely try the spirit of the Plain, and determine which
party should have the final majority in the Convention; and
that question was the trial of the king.

But before the debates which led to that memorable trial
are analyzed, two famous decrees, the decrees of December 16
and 18, must be noticed The decree of December 18 had
been suggested by the terrible reports of famine which were
coming up to the Convention from the provinces. Everywhere
food riots were taking place, and it was necessary to do some-
thing. Saint-Just first made his name remarkable, and
showed his power as an orator upon November 20, when
he propounded a very ideal scheme by which food should be
sold at a certain fixed price, which would never exceed a fair